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Drinking Water Program Updates         2020-01-30 
 
This week’s program director email has these topics of interest: 
1. PFAS Sampling Video and Sampling Demonstrations  
2. New ORSG for PFAS 
3. 2020 Annual Statistical Report 
4. Update - Reporting Mosquitocide in your CCR  
5. Understanding State Requirements for AWIA - Webinar   
6. Plymouth County Water Works Association 
7. EPA finalizes Glyphosate Mitigation 
8. Spam 
9. Training Calendar 
 
Note: If you are reviewing this document on the MassDEP webpage all attachments will be located at 
the end of the document. 
 
New PFAS Sampling Video and Sampling Demonstrations 
There are special sample collection procedures for PFAS. During and after sampling for PFAS the use 
of ordinary items such as plastic bags and bottles, waterproof clothing, detergents, and waterproof 
pens and paper could contaminate the sample.  To support public water suppliers and complement 
the free PFAS lab analyses that are available to them, the Drinking Water Program has taken the 
following steps:   
 
1) A new PFAS sampling training video, developed by DWP staff, is available at 
https://youtu.be/zrwhwSI-R9M  
 
2) A series of PFAS sampling demonstrations, conducted by DWP staff and technical assistance 
providers, are planned around the state starting in February.  Details will be sent out when they are 
 
finalized.  The focus of the demonstrations is to show how to avoid contaminating a PFAS 
sample.   Training Contact Hours (TCH) will be awarded to participants.  
 
If you would like to host one of our demonstrations at your facility and invite public water suppliers 
from surrounding communities, please let us know by emailing program.director-dwp@mass.gov 
and put “host PFAS sampling demonstration” in the subject line.  
  
New ORSG for PFAS  
 
On January 27, 2020 MassDEP issued an updated Office of Research and Standards Guideline (ORSG) 
for drinking water of 20 ng/L (parts per trillion) for six PFAS compounds.   
perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS); perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA); perfluorohexane sulfonic acid 
(PFHxS); perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA), perfluoroheptanoic acid (PFHpA), and perfluorodecanoic 
acid (PFDA) 
This updated ORSG replaces the June 2018 guideline for PFAS in drinking water.  See the updated 
ORSG and technical support document here:   https://www.mass.gov/info-details/per-and-
polyfluoroalkyl-substances-pfas#health-advisories-and-downloadable-fact-sheets- 
 
Note that a maximum contaminant level (MCL) of 20ng/L for these PFAS substances was also  
proposed in December 2019.  For information on the proposed Massachusetts MCL see: 
https://www.mass.gov/regulations/310-CMR-22-the-massachusetts-drinking-water-regulations 
 
To indicate your interest in free PFAS sampling, if you have not already completed PFAS baseline 
sampling, please complete a brief survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/S7QHNF2 or send a 
request with the information described in the survey (E.g. PWS name, PWS ID#, # of sources already 
tested, number of sources to be tested, and system population) to program.director-dwp@mass.gov, 
Subject: “PFAS free lab analyses.” 
 
2020 Annual Statistical Report 
 
The Annual Statistical Report (ASR) is expected to be released in mid-February.  All PWS will receive 
an email and postcard in the mail when it becomes available.  The due date for the Annual Statistical 
Report will be two months from the time of release.  
 
Update – Reporting Mosquitocide in Your CCR  
 
We now have additional mosquitocide information which was added to the charts for use in 
the CCR.  Please review the attached file and use this more current information when 
compiling your CCR information. 
 
The mosquitocide reporting is for community systems that were near the path of the aerial 
spraying for mosquitoes that was conducted last summer and fall.  Those PWS were notified 
of their test results.  If detected in your finished water, you must report it.   
 
Understanding State Requirements for AWIA - Webinar   
 
Join US Environmental Protection 
Agency (US EPA) Water Security 
Division and the  
Association of State Drinking Water 
Administrators (ASDWA) on 
February 20, 2020 from 1:00 - 2:30 
PM ET for the first free webinar in 
this series titled, “Partnering for 
Security and Resilience.” This 
webinar will discuss the 
requirements under America’s 
Water Infrastructure Act (AWIA) 
Section 2018.  
 
Participants will gain an understanding of the roles SERCs, TERCs, LEPCs, and applicable state 
agencies play in spill notification and chemical data availability requirements. Essentially, AWIA 
section 2018 amends Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act  (EPCRA) section 304 
to add a new sub-section, 304(e), which requires the drinking water primacy agency to promptly 
forward all information regarding any reportable release to any community water system whose 
source water is affected by the release.  
 
The webinar will provide lessons learned from utilities and state programs in accessing Tier II data. 
Register Here 
 
Plymouth County Water Works Association  
 
Thank you to the Plymouth County Water Works Association for inviting MassDEP’s Drinking Water 
Program to their January 22, 2020 meeting to discuss DWP’s priority work areas in 2020.  Staff 
presented information about:   
 Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) – MCL, Public Hearing Schedule, Funding and 
Technical Assistance Programs 
 Lead in School Drinking Water 
 Legionella Awareness 
 PWS Training Tools 
 Regional Perspective 
 
Handouts from the meeting are posted to MassDEP’s web site at https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/drinking-water-training.  Past trainings, on-going trainings, DWP’s training calendar, and 
external trainings for public water suppliers are posted at that location.  Please contact the Drinking 
Water Program at 617-292-5770 or program.director-dwp@mass.gov with any questions or 
comments.   
 
EPA Finalizes Glyphosate Mitigation  
EPA has concluded its regulatory review of glyphosate—the most widely used herbicide in the United 
States. After a thorough review of the best available science, as required under the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, EPA has concluded “after receiving and considering public comments on 
the glyphosate proposed interim decision, EPA released the interim decision for registration review. As 
part of this action, EPA continues to find that there are no risks of concern to human health when 
glyphosate is used in accordance with its current label. EPA also found that glyphosate is unlikely to 
be a human carcinogen. EPA is requiring management measures to help farmers target pesticide sprays 
to intended pests, protect pollinators, and reduce the problem of weeds becoming resistant to 
glyphosate”.  
More information on glyphosate and EPA’s interim decision is available at www.epa.gov/ingredients-
used-pesticide-products/glyphosate . 
 
Spam   
 
Please be reminded that official emails from MassDEP will never come from a Hotmail or any other 
personal account. If you receive an email of this nature, the email is spam.  Do not click on the links, and 
delete it immediately.  To safeguard yourself, only click open emails that have XXXXX.XXXX@mass.gov. 
 
 
Training Calendar 
 
When you need training please look at the training calendar located at: 
mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/water/drinking/drinking-water-training-class-schedules.html  for 
upcoming trainings. 
 
If you need a refresher on recently given trainings, you can review several training videos located at: 
youtube.com/playlist?list=PLJn2AKOcYr7lutGJB-UfDKtQPF_o_249m   
 
Or click here:    
 
MassDEP is sending this important drinking water information to all PWS responsible persons who are listed on the state 
database.  If you are no longer the correct responsible person for the PWS please reply with the correct contact 
information.  MassDEP needs one responsible contact person from each PWS. 
Operators, consultants, and others who are interested in Drinking Water Program Updates are encouraged to request to be 
subscribed to this email list.  You may also request to be unsubscribed by replying to this email.  
This MassDEP Program Director technical assistance email is funded by the Safe Drinking Water Act Assessment (Section 70) 
Program.  The Assessment is paid by all consumers of public water in Massachusetts and is collected by public water 
systems.  For more information about the Assessment Program, go to mass.gov/eea/agencies/massdep/news/advisory-
committees/safe-drinking-water-act-assessment-advisory-committee.html.  
 
 
 
 Mosquitocide Chemicals to Be Listed in the CCR 
PWSs with sources identified by MassDEP in close proximity of mosquitocide spraying were required to test for the 
mosquitocide in their reservoirs. For PWSs participating in this sampling the mosquitocide components, if detected, 
must be listed the CCR. 
The mosquitocide used this past summer for EEE is Anvil 10 + 10 and is composed of the pesticide Sumithrin (also known 
as d-Phenothrin) plus the synergist, piperonyl butoxide.  If these chemicals are detected in your finished water (entering 
the distribution system) they must be included in your CCR in the unregulated contaminants table.  See sample 
information below. If you have any question or ideas please contact the MassDEP Drinking Water Program at 
program.director-dwp@mass.gov or 617-292-5770. 
 
Mosquito Control Chemical Information for CCR Unregulated Table 
4
 US EPA Office of Pesticide Programs Human Health Benchmark for Pesticides 
 
Example of an unregulated table in the CCR 
Unregulated 
Contaminant 
Date Collected 
Result or 
Range of 
Detected 
Average 
Detected 
SMCL 
ORSG 
(*or other 
health 
benchmark) 
Possible Sources 
Sulfate (ppm) xx/xx/xxxx   250 NA Natural sources 
Vanadium (ppb) xx/xx/xxxx   NA NA NA 
Sumithrin 
 (d-Phenothrin) xx/xx/xxxx   NA 
40 ppb 
*US EPA 
HHBP4 
Deposition and run-off from 
pesticide application for 
mosquitoes 
Piperonyl butoxide 
xx/xx/xxxx   NA 
992 ppb 
*US EPA 
HHBP4 
Deposition and run-off from 
pesticide application for 
mosquitoes 
4
 US EPA Office of Pesticide Programs Human Health Benchmark for Pesticides 
Chemical 
(CASRN) 
ORSG 
(*or other 
health  value) 
To convert 
for CCR, 
multiply by 
ORSG 
(*or other 
health  value) 
in CCR units 
Source to 
Drinking Water Health Effects 
Sumithrin 
(d-Phenothrin) 
 
0.040 mg/L 
*US EPA 
HHBP4 
 
1000 40 ppb 
Deposition and 
run-off from 
pesticide 
application for 
mosquitoes 
Consumption of sumithrin in 
drinking water at very high 
concentrations could result in 
effects on the nervous system, 
including to the developing fetus, 
and may be irritating to eyes and 
skin, but these effects are very 
unlikely as sumithrin in water 
breaks down very quickly. 
Piperonyl 
Butoxide  
 
0.992 mg/L 
*US EPA 
HHBP4 
 
1000 992 ppb 
Deposition and 
run-off from 
pesticide 
application for 
mosquitoes 
Consumption of piperonyl butoxide 
in drinking water for many years at 
very high concentrations could 
result in effects on the liver and 
may possibly increase the risk of 
cancer. 
